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'Firft written in Latin, by a German Noble Man, 
A. V. F. and Printed 1644. Then Tranfl- ted 

* into Dutch, and Printed at Rotterdam, in the 
Year, 1674. And now Tranſlated into Engliſh, 
and Printed 


| By a Lover of Truth, D. Criſp. 


# Coloff. 1. ver. 21, 22, 23. 

And that were ſometimes alienated, and Enembes in your 
Minds by wicked Works ;, yet now bath be reconciled, 

| 7n the Body of bis Fleſh through Death, to preſent you Holy 


1} - and Unblamable and Unreprovable in bis fight. 
If you continue in the Faith, grounded and ſertied, and be not | 


moved away from the Hope of the Goſpel, a bave 
| + beard, and which was preached to every Creature which is 
"under Heaven, whereof I, Paul, am made a Minifter, 
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PxjNTED in the Year, 1677. 
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TO. THE- OE 
READER 
Courteous Reader, \ 1 


HIS ſhort 'TREATYSE with which 
thou art here preſented, "is a' Fruit 
2 that pure living Tree of "Righteouſneſs, 
which-in all Ages hath 4 ffordzd* Food and 
5 Refreſhment to the whole Heritage of God 
3 all Nations ; and whoſoever tn the darks 
y eſt Times hove ty uly waited tobe "fed -and 
} noariſbed by it, bave always found vf to 
YJ give them Wiſdom and Conrage' to appear 
1 for God againſt his F.nemies, and the Lord 
S by his Divine Power 'hath: beer their  Sup- 
Tport, and enabled them'to endiire the -Re3, 
VF proach and Contradittion of Evil Men, 
Q and at laſt. crowned their Sufferincs ant T8 
imonies with Honour and EfBS%, amo 
whom this ' Author, Abraham” Var Fran- 
kenburgh : Though he + were; ' as" (to! thid 
World" a Man of Honour- and Repit&"in 
his Days; yet becauſe he could not run 
A 2 along 
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along with the.Carrent of the Corruptions 
of his Times, but bore Witneſs againſt them, 
could not be free from the Reproaches and 
—_— of Ungodly Men, but was 4 their 
fallen and corrupt Wiſdom rendered as an 
Heretic, 'qnd Diſſenter rw their Churches 
and ways: of Worſhip that then were in Fa- 
ſhion in thoſe Countries; howbeit he was 
ſecretly ſupported by a Divine Hand, and 
wrote many Good and Godly Teſtimonies 


upon divers Subjetts, which as yet have not 


been ſeen, that I know of, in our Engliſh 
Tongue, nor in any other than in Latin; 
till of late I finding one to have taken the 
Pains to Tranſlate this little Piece into 
Dutch, thought my ſelf engaged to mine own 
Nation, to let my Country Men have the 
View of it in our own Longuage : Although 
it hath pleaſed God, in his unſpeakable Love 
t0 us, to raiſe up, even in our Nation, the 
glorious Teſtimony of His Power in a 
larger Meaſure ſince this was Written, ace 
cording to the Prophecy of this Author : Tet 
there 1s Comfort and Service to all the Up- 
right in . Heart, to behold the Ancient 
Glimmerings of that Bleſſed Day Spring, 
with which we are viſited. And it may 

ſerve 
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. ſerve to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe who upbraid 


the Work of God in our Day, and the Peo- 
ple that are his Workmanſhip with Novelty, 
when they ſee Teſt imontes to the ſame Trath, 
of Ancienter Date than they would allow 
unto the Diſcovery and Preaching of it. 
For my part, I can FROIS declare, 
that I have not alterea nor added One 
Sentence, but, with an Impartial Mind, 
Tranſlated it as I found it, having nothins 
in mine Eye but an Univerſal Benefit to the 
Men of this Nation and Language : And 
my Deſire is, That it may be Read with a 
Single Mind, and be received by every One 
as a Check to that Querking Witty Part 
that would ſeek to ſhew it ſelf in the Divine 
Things, azd go about to Eſtabliſh Truth 
by that which is not born of it. And I 
farther deſire, That all may take the Warn- 
ing here given, and never attempt the 
exalting their Natural REASON and 
PaRxTs, when they have to do with Divine 
and Sypernatural Things : But that the 
Dread and Fear of G O D may reft upon 
all, and the Leadings of Hi Holy Power 
may be minded above all, ſo ſhall His 


. Holy Name not be taken in vain, but ſhall, 
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Fo- the RreaDaR. j 


by . His. own Divine Pure Meanings and 
Leauings \be..made glorious over all ; which 
iz the Labour and\ Travail of him, who is 
thy. Friend. and. Well-wiſher, whether thou 
be at preſent Friend 6r Enemy, for I am 
a Lover of all. Men, and above all of the 
TRUTH, ) 


London; this Sth of the 12th, + & 
* Month, called February, 

," £676, 
\ * 
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A WARNING - agarnſt.the De- 
ceit of ſetting up Man's Reaſon 
as Tu ge mm Spiritual Marters. 

CHAPTER, 'T. 
 O Man of found Judgment will 
' deny but that it is highly needful 
to examine the Foundation upon 
which the many Sorts of Chriſti- 

.._ ansof our Days do reſt and de- 

pend; and in particular, that Light whereby 

thoſe are led, who, are called the Reformed : 

And alſo, that natural Reaſon which ſome are 

not aſhamed to boaſt of as their on Leader: 

and eſpecially in ſuch a time as, this, in th 
which Men haye rejeQed the rrue,-living, an 
inward Knowledge of God, and His Anointed; and 
alſo of his Holy Spirit, having never known the 
true and"certain Operation of it ia Mar, in 
their own Particulars ;, but have placed their 

Reaſon in the midſt. of the Temple of God, jn 

place or ſtead of GOD, and his Divine Light, 

as woful Experience doth witneſs; as alſo the 

Writiags of many, amongſt which, eſpecially 

one lately, .given out, | Anſwering: for the Idol 

REASON. , | VO, obey 

Therefore. it were to be wiſhed, that this [- 
dol were at one time-or-other brought to, the 
| A.4 ; Day, 


(2) 
Day, and convinced of his Falſhood and De». 
ceir by the true Light of Truth, which 1s the 
true and right Reaſon: I mean our Lord Jeſus 
Gnriſt, who is manifeſted by the Word he thro” 
the Holy Prophers and Apoſtles hath ſpoken to 
be that Eſſential Word of G OD that is l:ving 
and powerful in all thoſe that believe on Him ; 
and is that Reaſon which is Everlaſting with 
the Father, by whom all' things were made, 
which ia time appeared, and at laſt became 
Fleſh; not to walk after the Fleſh, nor thoſe 
that lived in it; but that he, for our ſakes, 
might Crucifie the Fleſh in it ſelf firſt, and after- 
ward in them who truly believe in Him, who 
were, thro” Sin, dead in the Fleſh ;, and that he 
might make them alive in tbe Spirit, and in a 
Spiritual Life and Reaſon, which 1s Chriſt in Us. 

And it ſeems not to be without a particular 


Fuag ment and Providence of G O D, that they 


Femelr, who are the great cryers up of 
fan's Reaſon, have in their publick Writings 
ſo notably dreſt themſelves in the great Whores 
Colour, that all that' are' honeſt may clearly 
ſee them ; for they have ſet their Reaſon (thro? 
their whole Writings) to' be the Judge of Scrip- 
ture, and of all Controverſges thereof, aboye Faith 
and above All; yea, above the Light, and a- 
bove the Menifeſtation; and Teachings of God's 
Spirit : what 1$ this but the manifeſt, and moſt 
deſtrntive+ Idol Antichriſt, and is that Spiris 
which ſets up and exalts its ſelf above all that 
Had the” Author of the aforeſaid Anſwer 


UMI 


the greateſt and moſt hurtful Ancichriſt ſet up, 


CES 
meant the Reaſon of the New- Boys or Regene- 
rate Man, he had ſaid ſomething like ; bur 
then he muſt have diſtinguiſh'd firſt, what the 
Reaſon of the Regenerate Man is, and whether 
it be that ſame which is now adays uſed 'a- 
mongſt People in their Teachings and Diſputes 
tions : but the daily Experience, and the 
Works of moſt Men witneſs the contrary : 
But ſeeing he doth not diſtinguiſh, it appears - 
clearly that he means that Reaſon which we 
receive from our Parents in the Fleſhly Birth ; 
which Reaſom is no other than the Old Natural 
and Carnal Man, and is come forth from the 


Old Natural and Carnal Man. 


Now the Scipture teacheth, that the Old 
Man muſt be put off and Crucified, and not 
ſet for Fudge in Matters of Diſpute, and much 
leſs to be holden for the Higheſt Light, and e- 
ſpecially too in the Opening and Diſcevering the 
Holy Scriptures : but the Scripture ſaith, Jt is 
corrupted in the Concnpiſcience and Luſt, and is 
Blind in the "Things of God, and counts them 
Foolifhneſs : And again, The Natural Man wun- 
der ſtands not the things of God, nor of his Spirit. 
And it is certain, Heſb and Blood ſhaſl not enter 
the Kingdom of God ;, nay, The Wiſdom of the 
Fleſh is Death, and is not ſubjeft to the Law of 
God, nor can be, but is Enmity againſt God. 
Now if we muſt ſubje& the Scriptures, and 
all Religious Matters of Controverſie, to the 
Reaſon of the Old Blind Fleſbly Birth, then is 


and 
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ayd.all the powerful Workingsof the Eſſential 


Word. of GQ D, and alſo, of the written 
Word, and the, whole Aim and- Purpoſe. of 
Ghriſt's Merits and Sufferings, and all that, He 
hath done for. us, is at once; laid waſt-and 0+ 
verturned :, and Faith it ſelf, which 1s. the 


only Means- of * coming to the Righteouſneſs, 


Light.and Power of Chriſt, and'ſo to the New 
Birth: and Eternal Salvation, muſt thereby be 
made ſubject to the Fudgment of Our Reaſon, 
aud. ſo be corrupted, aud be made unfix to 
take heed to the working of the Lighe of God 
ia us; and that which ought of right to: be 
Lord over the Reaſon, muſt þe made ſhameful- 


Iy.to ſerve contrary to all rue Grounds and# 


Principles of Dyvinity, and contrary. to the 
Expreſs Teſtimonies of. Sersptures, and of Chriſt 
Himſelf > And. hereby would the Principle and 
Fanndation Of :Qur Faith and Salvation be over- 
turned, and turned to a Damnation, though 
it were given us for our Preſervation; and in 


Cancluſion, ,all certain Rnowledge of Salva- 
7760p mult ceaſe, andall Divine Teachings which 


God hath given in by his Holy Spirit, would 


bechanged for Yzin Philoſophy ; yea, at.laſt to 


@:Devilſh Cunning and. Knowledge, as we 


daily to our Sorrow do already find it. 


I: may. aot therefore forbear to warn all 
Chriſtians in general, and eſpecially thoſe 


'called Reformed, of this Univerſal Peril, which 


the general Preaching of: Dyvinity at this Day 
ſtands 1n, that they may ſhun this. alluring 
and corrupted Reaſon, which in ſhew is Tharp 
and 


| 


Y 


—_— "I = * WW emkwww Ft Iv ©-> @©&@ 


Jr CN 


he 


(Cs) 
and cunning. And to ſhew you before your 
Eyes the Curſedneſs of this Great 1 DO L, and 
according to my ſmall nieaſure;: to. bring” You 
again'to the Simplicity of the: Faith, and tg 2 


ſubje&ing you to the-Ligbe of nnderſtandingiin 


Obedience to Chriſt and His: Word, let all 
godly Souls, who do in their Hearts mind 
Chriſt, the True Faith, and the New Birth, and 
who ſeek after the Aſiurance of their Salvation, 


. Nob s# themſelyes,: nor. by their Conſiderations 


inthe: Heſbly Reaſon ;,but in Gad,, His Word, 
and Power * I ſay, let ſuch be Jndge in this 
matter; for my part, it is enough for" me te 
have made a Beginning in this Work, God 
ſhall-at one time oriother make manifeſt, and 
reveal more and "greater things, and- bring 
forth ſome that ſhall fall upon this 74! with, 
a ſtronger hand. In the mean time, Men may 


' ſee how'Luther, a'Reſtorer of Goſpel Light, hath; 


in all his Writings, 4:ſcoveredand made manifeſt. 
this: 1dol, and hath:pulled off 'her Whores 
Mantle, and ſhewed all her Adornmeats to the 
whole World, and-. hath Inftily beaten hee 


« with the Feapon of God's Words, and hath: ſet 


up a far better and Divine? Principle in het 
place, namely, The Faith in which we through 


\ God's Light are Enlightned : It is this through 


which we are enhlighrned, juſtified, new Born, 
and \imade liviag Members; wherein we alſo 
come to be founded npon God, and His Word, 


ang to place our Reſt upon Chriſt Geſus. + 
| W CHAP: 


(6) 
CHAP. I. 


HE Heart of Man is deſperately wicked, 

and who knows it ? And all the laventions 
and Thoughts of an unregenerate Man are dai- 
ly wicked, who will eruſt them? And indeed 
all the ways of a Man are pure in his own 
Eyes, but the Lord weighs the Spirits; we ſee 
what Is become of the moſt part of the wiſe 


Men among the Heather, by their making ſuch ||, 


Uſe of their Natural Reaſon; how they are be- 
come Yain in their Imagmations, and how-their 
Fooliſh Heares are darkned : we ſee alſo how Paul 
forewarned and exhorted the Coloſſians to be- 
ware of Philoſophy, which is built upon Carnal 
Reaſon, and is not ſubje& to Chr. 

Shall we then truſt the Government of Our 
Underſtandings upon this Light ? Shall we ſet 
up this to be Judge in Holy Things, and things 
concerning our Salvation ? Shall we meaſure 
the Holy Scriptures, and the Openings and Appli- 
cations thereof by this meaſure ? Shall this be 
the Rule of the Myſteries and Unſearchable 
Wiſdom of God ? Shall we conclude and limit 
the Endleſs and Infinite Wiſdom of the Infinite 
God, in the Corrupted and, Defiled little Shop of 
our Corrupted Underſtanding ? W hat ſhall we 
Anſwer God with when he ſearcheth us as he 
did Fob ? And when he Queries with us in the 
Whirlwind ? Or wheg he comes to talk with 
us, and deal] with us in his fierce Anger? 

Chriſt Jeſus learns us quite of another man- 
ner, when he ſaith, Very, verily I ſay unto you, 
except 
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except a Man be born again, be cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of Heaven: and again more power- 
lly faith, Except a Man be born again of Was 


u- 


"er and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom 


of God ; and preſently he gives the Reaſon; 
aying, That which 5s born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, 
but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit, How 
doth the Dodtrine of the fore-named Author, 
and of all thoſe who ſet Man's Reaſon, without 


 DiſtinRion, to be Judge of the Truth of Scrip- 


tures, and the great Principle of Knowledge ig 
Divine Matters, and in Diſputes about Religi- 
ous Things; 1 ſay, how doth this accord and 
agree with the Teachings of Chriſt Jeſus. O 
ye bliad Leaders of the blind ! And how doth 
this your Doqriae agree with your Argu- 
ments againſt the Romer Catholicks, when you 


_ tel] them, That the Scripture muſt be the Decider 


of Controverſies in Religious Matters ? Then 
comes he forth with his Reaſon, and gives a 
Judgment concerning the Scripture, and con- 
cerning the Theological Diſpute. Doth it not 
herein plainly appear, That the Uſe you make 
of the Scripture is but only according to your 
own liking; and to give your Opinions a col- 


, our ane and pretence of Tr«th in the Eyes of 


Men, that -the Word and- Spirit of God might 
not be Lord, and have Dominion over you. 
And doth ic not hereby appear, That you are 
as much in Ignorance concerning the True 
Knowledge of God, Chrift, the Holy Spirir, and 
of the Holy Scriptures, as thereſt of the World 
are, only deſiring to paſs among plain filly 

People, 
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People,.as Learned Men; and ſo" have-your Y 
Wages, aud; your Reward i in-this World. O L 


VE! Hypocrites / 9 


1: Where 1s: now the Mind ef Chriſt, nbd J 


the not having ; of, .Meti;are none of . his 


Where is now Chriſt himſelf within you ? 
and where- is the erae Faith which hath Power 
to bring down all high things that exale them- 
felves againſt the Knowledge of God 3+ and 
which lead Captive every Thovzht into: the 
Obedience of Ghriſt ? Stall Our Reaſon judge 
of. the [Divine Oracles - which the - Holy Ghoſt 
hath brought forth through the Mouth of the 
Saints, when as the Men of God ſpake them 
not in their. own Wills, but as they were Led 
by the Spirit.» How ſhall our Corrupt Reaſon dif- 
cern the Mind of God, and'the Mind of his Spi- 
rit, which ſtands 1a quite another Principle, 
and belongs to another Kingdom ? Shall-Afan 
judge of God ? Is it not fitter that God be the 


Judge of Man in the molt inward of hs Confct- 


ence, in his Reaſon, and in hu Spirit ? 

-Now | ſay farther, that if a Regenerate Man 
ſhauid alone depend upon his Reaſon, other» 
wife than as his Reaſon hath a true DNependertce 
vpon that Erernal Reaſon and Divine ' Light, 
which liphterh- _ Man that cometh inta the 
World, Joh. 1. ver. g. as the abſolute Decider 
of Queſtions touching Divine Things. HE 
would do great Wrongand Diſhonourto God 
the Father, who is the Creator, and to Chriſt 
his Son, who is the Saviour and Redeemer, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, who is promiſed tq be 
a leader into all Truth, and is the only work- 


* 
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F er. of the Regeneration. ;;And ſuch-an;'o8e 


ould ſoon ſet: himſelf,.who is2but a Creature 


#+ or God : his pwr. Reaſon for 4he Duvine:Redjon, 


and the Workings and. Mations jof. his own 'Spi- 
rit, for. the Workings. and Motions of the Spirit 
of, God ; and fo. never.,.come; to know. that 
Regeneration that gives a: ſight and entraice 
into. the King dons. of Heaven, becauſe ſuch are 
not ſubjected with all cheir-. Lighs, Reaſon, 
Power, and ,Motiog undes-God: And there 
larking {til a iſeorcagDecers zinder that, ſuch 
are not given'gyer in their whole Heart, Sel, 
Mind and Strength, to the Light and Opera- 
tions of God: "Therefore, according to the 
Words of David, cannot their Unrighteouſneſs 
be forgiven, nor their Sins covered, but are [a 
3mputed wholly to them, Pſal.'32;v. 2. Fort 

only. are reckoned Bleſſed, whoſe®Sins are 


* forgiven, and whoſe Unrighteouſneſ is cov- 


ered, in whoſe Spirit remains no Deceit.. But 
after this Manner aboveſaid, . ſhould Men re- 
tain ſtill -in themſelves the-greateft aad moſt 
Spiritual Antichriſt, which: is called J, or felF, 
which is a Curſed and Damnable Idol before 
God, and all his Saints, - 4 
Yea flrther, ſuch a Regenerate Reaſon that 
ſets it ſelf up as a Judge, and'continues not 
in Subjection to God and Chriſt;and his Word, 
xfof- whom the whole Scriptures bear witneſs) 
nor is not faithfully reſigned out of himſelf, nor 
continues not in. the Root'of' his Regenerati- 
on which bears bim, namely,in-Cbrs/t Jeſus, nor 
ka'the Vine, into which he was Rs 5 
»TALY nCIT 
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Tach may well affure themſelves, that they are # 
fallen from their Regenerate State, if ever they 
had it: and have therewithal loſt that-Zighe 
and' Power, and that Ability by y_ they 
were ableto ſee and diſcern right and rrue-thinps, Þ 
For whoever exalt themſelves in their. Þ. 
Gifts, ought to conſider thai the Rove ſhould 
bear them, and not they the Roor, and that als 
though they begrafted in, they may again be 
broken off, and may, as an Unfruitful Branch, F 
be flung into the Fire ;\#$-we'fee ic happened 
from the beginning unto the Falen Angels. | 
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CHAP. I. '' 
O then, even. the Reaſon of the Regenerate 
4 


ſtanding of it ſelf, and not i Chrift, the 
Root of he Regeneration, hath not Power nor ' 
Authority to Judge of Scriptures, nor of the 
Diſputes about the Divine Truth : And when 
it ſimply of ir ſelf takes it in band; is'con- 
demnable, and guilty of doing great Wrong 
and Diſhonour to the Divine Majeſty, How | 
little then doth-it become a Chriſtian Divine, 
or'a Man of ſound Brain, to giveth Autho- 1 
rity to the Unregenerate Reaſon, which, being TJ 
but Fleſh, is blind, and an Enemy to Ged. * 
And know this aſſuredly, That God will nes 
give His Glery to another, nor Hi: Honour to the 
Carved Image of Man's Reaſons ;, neither will 
He dwell in the Imagination, ngr Diſputations:of 
your Idol, but in the Hearts of them — | 
| Him, 


Y ——- ( LI J # 
F 4m, &+d. tremble at. bis Commandments. .. l My ok 
that wonted Stoutneſs, in which Men, (alas 9" F7: 
| have dared 40 wrelſt. the Clear Words of God 4 
+ fa vainlyand/ſhamefully, .muſt be left off, in 
- which they durſt withſtand that Clear Revela- 
# 2450p that is; in; themſelves, and make. them as 
" 1. Khey were the Words of ſome inconliderable 
Man, which they might.tura this way, or 
that way, or which way: they pleaſed ; ſo 
; greatly is the Fear of Ggd, and the true 
Faith become cold, fagce this ſelfiſh Reaſon 
hath gotten in her head. | 
Tell us thea unfeignedly, If Divinity bath 
no higher Principle than Philoſophy, nor doth not 
 * differ in the Foundation of it, what real difference 
| mill there at laſt be found ? For if is be as you 
| | ſay, That the Object makes the Dfigrence,; 
1 


e 
7 
f, 
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then there is no real Difference : forthe Ob- 

'F* ject is outward, and does nothing towaxds the 

diſcovering of a difference in things ; but it - 
is the inward Light and Motion within, that 
makes the true Difference: And while you 
are ſetting up your Reaſon in the Divinity, it 
- appears clearly that you ſtand in the Lighs of 
Heatheniſh Philoſophy, and differs not from 
| them, bu& make Uſe of their Writings as a 
1 Rule for all your Contention, and diſtiaguiſh- 
eth thereby both the Scriptures, and your Own 
Controverſies ;, and ſo ſuch muſt be reckoged 
among them, ſpoken of in the firſt of the 
Romans : For that they are more fallen [n- 
wardly, than thoſe Heathens were-fallen Out- 

wardly, as their Works do daily witneſs. 

x -Þ I ay, 
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1 ay then c few Words that ſuch as do 

Beret another Judge, ,in Matters of. Religio 
than Gcd, and His Spirit in Our Ser 
without His Holy Teſtimoniss, are fallen from F 
God, and are not continued in the Sound Regs | 
ſon, CHRIST : And that you have nor 
known God, nor thoſe whom Jeſus Chriff | 
hath ſent; nor know not the True Working of 
the Holy Spirit in you ; but are 'bverturging | 
the Foundation of faith, and are fallen from 
it : -For that is not of Yifible Things (which are 
the very Objeas of the Unregenerate and Uns | 
lightned Reaſon ) but is concerning Things that 
are far above Carnal Comprehenſion. But ſuch 
ſhut out the working of the Holy Ghoſt, which: 
goes far above all Underſtanding, and above 
the Prixciple of it in our Regeneration ; with- 
out which no Man can ſee, nor enter the. 
Kingdem of God. 
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CHAP. IV. 


UT on the contrary, Reaſon ſaith, That 
B Reaſon, and the Grounds and Rules there- 
ofare of Neceflity to the fearching out the 
Things that are Evangelical. Bu®how far 
this her ſaying reacheth, is manifeſt by what F 
is before ſaid; namely, That this Whore ts 
divided from the Church of God, and gives her 
ſelf out for a Propheteſs ; and until this very 
Day takes upon her to Preach and to deceiye 
the ſimple People of God, leading them to 
W horedom, and to cat that which 1s offered 

co 
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to ah tdol z and this is the true 'Fezabel, ,and 
2 3+ tbe inward and origittal Baby/vniſb Whore her 
3 ſelf, who is the Mother of all Whoredoms, 
” Abomination and Error from God: And that 
JS his moſt hurtful {dol might not be forſaken, 
wore ſhe ſeeks to overtura all principles 
= 4 "ot true Repentance, and of the Knowledge 
of God ang of our ſelves, and'of all right un- 
derſtanding of the Teſtimonies of Holy Scrip- 
tures, and of the zrye and pure Oracles of 
| God, by quenching the Spirit; and then ſeeks 
to work Men into a belief of the ſound words 
h of Chriſt, while they are wreſting, and per- 
h verting his pure Dofrine, according to their 
Ty ownwilland pleaſufe. Fhis is ſhe that ſpeaks 
- | againſt the Spirit of God, and hath unto this 
Þ day ſhut up the way of Regenerati@in Peo- 
+4 - ple, and the way of coming to Chriſt's Spirit, 
that they: might not receive it, aid conſe- 
quently might not come to Dye with him, 
and not to Live with him. 

It is upon this Root that all the Evil that is 
this Day among the Chriſtians is brought 
forth, who do not only domineer and lord it 
over ſuch, as ſpeak againſt them in a publick 
manner about the Crucifying the Old Man, 
and the Quickning in the New Man, &&c. 
Then preſently comes every Mag forth with his 
Reaſon, and ſerves himſelf, therewith to wreſt 
and pervert the Scripture, and to make the 
Commands of Chriſt of no effe&. 

They ſay, that the Reaſon is of neceſſity to 
the Goſpel ; whenas _ Goſpel depends up- 
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on the Faith, and' not upon any words of 
Man's Wiſdom, wher&vith Men may feem to } 


eſtabliſh Truth : Hath not fallen Man need of : | 


Light, yea, of the lighteſt Light, which is the true 
Reaſon by which all things were made, and by 
which the Grounds and, Foundation of the Goſpel 
was laid ;, that Light. I ſay, which enlightneth” 
every Man that'cometh into the Worlg, and that 
Spirit that is to lead us in all Truth, againſt 
which all that ſtrive, -againſt Truth. ſhall ne- 
ver prevail: Which Light, although it ſhines | 
in Darkneſs, namely, in the Fleſhly Reaſon, 
yet that Reaſon comprehendeth it not. 

Theſe do the-greateſt diſhonour to the - 
Goſpel, and do Sin-againft the very firſt Prin- 
ciple and Foundation thereof: . W ho ſet their 
corrupt Manly Reaſon for a judge in Con- 
troyerſies touching the defence of the Goſpel ; 
whenas It is but their own Armour. where- 
with they have Armed themſelves to Combat 
with their Adverſaries. 

Paul deſcribes the Chriſtian Armour to be 
after another ſort, Eph. 6. v. 13, 14, 15, I6, 
I7. and in the 2 Cor. 10. v. 4, 5. there It ap 
pears to be other Weapons, and a quite other 
Spirit that we muſt receive, than the Spirit 
of Ariſtotle and other Philoſophers; for the 
Kingdom of God ſtands not in Words nor 
Diſputes, but in the maniteſtation of Pow- 
er and Spirit. 

The objeRs of Faith are things inviſible, 
which are only diſcerned thorow the Power of 
God, and not thorow Megs jaggling and diſ- 
putations z 
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+} putations ; but they are viſible to the eye of 
J - Faich, but not to Fleſhly Reaſon, until Men 
* come to beRegenerate they are hidden; Faith 


is always buſie about hidden Treaſure : God 
himſelf dwels in that Light which is for Car- 
nal Man un-approachable, until he- be* once 
dead in himſelf, and quickned again ig Chriſt 
through Faith, and ealightned with the Light 
of Regeneration, by which he may ſee God 
and his Kingdom. | 

Fobn ſaid, No Man bath ſeen the Father, 
but .the only begotten Son, who is in the boſom 
of the Father, he hath declared him unto you : 
Now this Son is known and received by 
Faith, and not by Reaſan: No Man knows the 
things of God, ſave the Spirit of God. But your 
Reaſon is not the Spirit of God, yet,you think 
thereby to find out the things of God, and 
to raiſe Diſputes and Judgments thereupon. 
But if you had received the Spirit of God, 
then you would'know that to Judge you, and 
your work. with a Righteous Judgment, and, 
not according to the blind Judgment of your 
own Reaſon, which you have ſet up above 
the Spirit of God. | 

It is nothing elſe to this Day, but the Spirit 
of this World ; for you have not yet received 
the Holy Ghoſt, as your Works make manifeſt. 

Now ſee what Reproach you do to the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, who Preach Faith in- Chriſt, 
and ſpeak of things that are invifible, and 
that are far above Mans Underſtagding ; and 


then tell vs, chai theſe things cannot be de- 
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fended and maintained hut by Reaſon; giving 
no. Fegard to the worgs- of Pant, who ſaid, 
that we were Aliens in our Minds, and Ene- 
mies to God in the Wicked Works: How :do 
you think to defend the Truth of the Goſpel 
by, ſuch means. | ; 

It is very true, that you may make fhift- to 
defend. your Seats and Opinions (that are 
come forth- out*of your own fallen” Wiſdom 
and Reaſon) againſt other Seas and Opinions 
but the true Goſpel of -Chriſt Jeſus, nor the 
Power of it, you have never known, as your 
Works bear witnels. 


CHAP. V. 


T is, at geedful that true Goſpellers DiC- 
pute, but it is needful that they do Be- 
leve, and that they ſhew forth in their Lives 
thoſe things in Life and Power which they do 
Believe; for the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands 
not in the egticing, or conviacing words of 
Mar's Wiſdom, but in Power, and in Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit. 

Antichriſt will never be rooted out with the 
ſame Weapons by which he hath gotten ſo 
great a Dominion, this Kiggdom is but there- 
by enlarged. The Weapons of our Warfare are 
Spiritual, not Carnal, but mighty through God, tQ 
pull dowa Strong Holds, and to bring to 
nought all Wicked Counſel, and every high 
thing that is ſet up againſt the Knowledge VN 

God; 
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| God; and every Vain Imagination is hereby 


led Captive to the Obggience of Chriſt Jeſus. 

[ grant, that the pure uncorrupted Princi- 
ple of Reaſon is able to overcorhe all falſhaod 
whatſoever; bug is this Principle uncorrupt 
in en ſince the Fall, and before the Regeng- 
ration? Or can the Unregeaerate make uſe:of 
it? Is not their Reaſon bliad tll they receive 
the promiſe of the Spirze. Now the uncor- 
rupted Reeſor is nothing leſs then #he Eter- 


|. nal Word, the Son--of God himſelf: That 


Light that ſhines in Darkneſs which is not by i 
comprehended : Yea, this is that Life which 
is the original of avs Life, but not known 
by ' Reaſon, nor felt by ghat which is Carnel, 
uatil it is brought over Into the Kingdom, of 
Faith; and through a death unto:Self, comes 
over unto the quicknirfg Life of Chriſt inns; 
the which verily, the Reaſon can never bring 
to paſs; for that it never goes beyond the 
Circumference of Nature, yea, in the Unre- 
generate of Corrupt Nature. 

Why, ſee what Reaſon could bring to paſs 
before the Fall; ſurely it abode not in the 
Truth, but by diſputing with the Serpent, 
was ſoofi fallen from the true and ſimple mean- 
ing of the Command of God to the ſubrilties of 
Satan, from the Faith to Unbelief, from the 
obedience of God's Command to her own 
Will; which is happened after a more Spiri- 
tual manner to the Goſpellers of our Days ; 
through a great Juſt in diſputing they are de- 
ceived ; for if Men come once todiſpute abwat 
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God's Words, it is a fign of Unbelief;' for a 
Believer is content wit#the Words as they are, 
although they are far beyond his underſtanding. 
FThe-time will come, that the trite Reaſon 


ſtall by Chriſt and his Spirit be Revealed in his' 


own time; for he is the true Word, and the 
only true Reaſon enlightning every Man that 
comes into the World, 'and from him muſt the 
true Art of Reaſon be learned, and not from 
Ariſtotle that deceiver, and others like him : 
but none are willing tolearn of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he teacheth the Crucifying the Old Man 
(of whom the Unregenerate Reaſon is a piece) 
and teacheth the quickning of the New Man; 
but ſoch' as learn theft things of him, are re- 
proached as a company 'of Brainleſs Hereticks, 
and Fanagicks. 
\ 
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CHAP. VL 


TOW letnsgo ſee a little what you have 

N all chis time brought to paſs with your 
Keaſon, and diſputing againſt the Papiſts, and 
againſt oneanother ? Are you not ſo much the 
farther gone out of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
from his Commands ? While you have becn 
buſie about things that were without you, 
have you not forgotten the things that are 
within you, and given no heed thereunto, as 
your Unregenerate Heart, and your Corrupt 
Reaſon, that you have ſet above all that is of 
Gad, by which you have ſpent your time in 


ſplitting 
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F fplitting of Hairs, about the i mple Plain 
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Words of Chriſt Jeſus: 

And have you not herein behaved your 
ſelves as Men, when you are not as yet-Chil- 
dren in, Chriſt 3 but have built up a New Babel, 
far worſe than the Old ? and your Pride and 
Ignorance hath increaſed, under pretence of 
proſecuting a good matter, Which you -have 
taken up with a bad intent;z and this 1s the 
very cauſe why your Adverſaries Eyes are not 


opened to ſee their Errors; for they ſee you 


walk in the ſame. 

What Blind Man, think you, being re- 
proach'd by another Blind Man for being Blind, 
will chuſe him to be his*Leader ? And while 
you are yet Unregenerate, and ſet the. Reaſor 
for the decider of differerices in Religion, - and 
of the Scripture, whiclfyou' interpret as 'you 
pleaſe; how, I ſay, can you come to ſee the 
Kingdom of God, having not received" the 
Holy Ghoſt which is promiſed to be our leader 
into all Truth? How ſhould you {ce the Truth, 
or walk in it ? Do-not you reproach the work 
of the Spirit, and call it Deceivableneſs, and 
the work of Brainleſs Men; and hereby as 
much as ia you lies, you quench the Spirit in 
your ſelves, and in others ? 

You are no true Preachers of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but every one of his 
own Set : The Goſpel of Chriſt, and of Pal, 
,and Peter, and John, muſt be, and is, Preach'd 

uite of another manner : You have but cho- 
en out of their Preachings what likes you beſt, 
accord- 
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according to the Reaſon of the Old Man and 
as for the reſt, you are elther ſilent, or ſay lit- 
zle of it, and that which you evea fay, is but 
after a perverting manner; ſo that all unby- 
aſſed and rational Men ſee how you uſe to 
wreſt the Scripture, and make it of no force, 
contrary to theexpreſs meaning and words of 
Chriſt; who ſaig, the Scriptures cannot be broken, 
They are the Preachers of God's Word, who 
Preach the Word of the Lord rightly, with- 
out wreſting and perverting, and without 
flattering the Fleſhly Old Man that ſhould be 
Crucified : What is the word Sanitification a- 
mong you, but an empty Name, which ſerves 
for a Cloak, for Hypegrifle and Hypocrites, who 
ſhall have no part inthe Kingdom of God; and 
however you drive it on with Words, yet 
your Works witneſs againſt you. 

That is not the one thing needful to know 
how to reſiſt an Adverſary, whoſe Principles 
perhaps, if rightly underſtood, may be better 
than yours, but the only thing needful is, to 
know the New Man, the New Creature; for 
if any Man be ia Chriſt, he is a New Creature ; 
and over every one that walks by this Rule, is 
Bleſſings, and over the whole Jſrael of God. 

What have you brought forth, in that you 
have ſtirred up ſo many Zealots, and now 
have made them worſe than your ſelves, and 
fitter for the Damnation of Hell ? ſee what 
Frnit you and they have brought forth ? had 
it not been better to have gathered together 
a few (that were good) in the Spirit, and to 
: | FN have 
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have taught them the ſound Doctrineand Com- 
mands of Chriſt Jeſus, and not your ily, ſubs 
til, 45nvented Diſputations, and Knowlcdge 
that puffeth up, but edifies not ; why have you 
not furniſhed your Diſciples with true Divi- 
nity, and the Commands of Chriſt ? Wherefore 
have you always mingled your own fowre Leas 
ven among them ? Why have: you not ſet bes 
fore them the true pure Apoſtolical Milk; and 
learned them to labour and egdeavour after 


Perfettion ;, as Chrift and Paul, &c.-did learg. 


The Judgment of God draws nigh, and the 
Harveſt comes in, which you can never ſtand, 
nor they that follow you; verily, the Day 
and the Fire ſhall make Manifeſt; and Reveal 
what your Doftrine is, and upon what Foun- 
dation it reſteth, 


CHAP. VIL 


UT firſt let us conſider how you have 0- 
vercome the Papiſts, while you your 
ſelves are more overcome with Vice and 
Wickedneſs than many of them, though you 
have preſumed to Judge them 
It is no Victory nor Gain in God's Eye for a 
Man to draw many to his S:@ ; for if ſo, Ma- 
homet hath outdone you all; for he hath 
brought a greater part of the World to be ſub- 
jet to. his Yoak, than any of you: But had 
you firſt overcome your ſelves, and had offer- 


ed up your ſelves as a Sacrifice to the Lowe 
al 
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and conquered thoſe Vices ia your ſelves, in 
which they {till lie, and *alſo the true'ground 
and root of their Ignorance of God : Cove- 
touſneſs, Pride, Selſ-Will, Unchaſtity ; the Spirit 
of this World; the Fleſh, and the Reaſon, that 
exalts it ſelf againſt God : Had you put off 
the Old Mar with his Luſts and AﬀeRions, and 
had put on the New Mar, that is Created after 


God in: true (not in your own-made dead) | 


Righteouſneſs, you had done: well ; but this 
your Righteouſneſs in you, brings forth no-. 
thing ia you that's like the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, but Exaltation, Worldly Honour, Has 
zred, Bitterneſs among one another, Lyes, De- 
ceit, and.ſucff things; concerning which it is 
ſaid, that they that do ſuch things, ſhall zor 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. ; 

You are ſeparated from them in Opinion 
concerning their Outward Worſhip ; but in 
regard of Inward: Worſhip, you have ſhut up 
your Hearts much more againſt Inward and 
Divine Operation then they ;* for 'they do 
maintain more of the Inward Divine Preſence 
and dwelling of God in Man then you. - Oh ye 
Hypocrites ! fo far are you eſtranged from, 
and made empty of that Divine Subſtance, and 
true indwelling of Chriſt Within; for which 
he took Man's Fleſh and Nature ypon him, 
and joined it to himfelf. 

But the Prophecy of John is fulfilled in you, 
The Light ſhined inthe Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs 
comprehended it not : ' He came- unto hu own, and 


bjs own received him not : You have the a 
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of God's Kingdom open to you; but'yoh will 
neither goin your ſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that 
would: What anſwer think yott-will yoh 
make tothat great heap of People whom you 
have deceived and beguiled with your Vaitt 
Diſputations. | | K' 
Behold the time comes that your Houſe ſhall 
be left you Deſolate, becauſe ye have lighted 
the Day of your Viſitation. 
But you can ſtand in ' your lofty and. exalt- 


ed Judgment over thoſe who lived a Godl 


Life in old time, in the thickeſt Darkneſs, 
who found the Gate to the Kingdom very 
Narrow, but found more of the Divine Sub- 
ſtance, and indwelling of Chriſt in them, than 
you do,who have found out ſo wide a Gate as 
you think: And ſhall not they who took ſo 
much Pains and Labour to enter the Kingdom, 
and yet could got enter; I ſay, ſhall not they 
riſe up in Judgment againſt you in the Day of 
Chriſt's Judgment, 

And if you have more Knowledge than 
they, and miſuſe ir, are you not then worſe 
than they, who had not that Knowledge, aid 

et endeavoured with ſo great Labour and 
Travail to enter the Kingdom of God, as it 
were by force, making it ſaffer Violence, when 
as you reject it, when offered to you. 

W as not the Religious, yet Erronious, Bee 
lief of thoſe in old time, better than your 
Cold and Evil Corrupt Faith, which will not 
lead you to touch that with your Finger, which 
they with all their Hearts took upon them. e 

An 
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And to ſpeak. more particularly to you, | 


what has your Reaſon done for you againſt 


Popery ?. You have caſt off cheir Ceremonies: 


But doth the Kingdom of God ſtand-in Cere- 
onies? *Tis true, you have.caſt off that ſharp 
Yoak which they laid upoh the Fleſh, and 
have asit were made the Straight Gate Wider, 
and the Narrow Way Broader But what 
Advantage have you hereby brought to the 
Inward Man ? Have you not hereby ſtreagthen- 
ed the Fleſhly, that it might with the better 
pretence Oppreſs that which is Spiritual, and 
ſo hinder the Regeneration in you? Have 
you not deceived People, in calling them to 
a Liberty of Conſcience ? Except that Liber- 
ty be in Chriſt, who alone makes free indeed; 
firſt by Faith (and not By Dsſputing and Rea- 
ſrning in the. Corrupt Nature) and then by 
is. Doings and Walkings, his Birth, Life, 
th, ReſurreQion and Aſcenſion, through 
all which we muſt not in Words, but' in Deed, 
walk with him: Have you not there I ſay, 
thus deceived the People with the promiſe of 
Fiberty, that's a falſe Liberty, and madethem 
worle, and more incurable than they were 
before? As your Fruits, now they are growy 
Ripe, do bear witneſs. TY; 
You ſay, you have called People to Liberty, 
but to this very Day are you ſpeaking againſt 
the true Liberty. | 
I Teſttfte unto you, that you can never 
by your Reaſon, bring any one to true Free- 
dom; for the Reaſon it ſelf is a Handmaid un- 
£0 
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T to Sin, except it be firſt dead upon the Croſs 


of Chriſt, and there have learned Sobriety, 
and Subjection to the Obedience of - Faith : 
So it-is better to learn to believe, than to diſ- 
pute; for a Man is by Reaſon more and more 
eſtranged from God, and from all Spiritual 
Workiogs, and made more an Enemy to God, 
except his Reaſon be enlightened, and govern- 
ed by a greater Light, even by the Spirit of 
God, which is Chriſt*s Spirit. 

But let us ſearch out another Part of your 
Work againſt the Papiſts, in the Point of Juſti- 
fication ,,xphich is a thing wholly Spiritual, aud 
not underſtood but by the Spirit of God ; But 
you: have taken up Reaſon for your Armour, 
and will not ſuffer Faith, nor the Holy Ghaſt to 
be concerned, though this matter is direqly 
contrary to the Reaſon of, Man in his corrupt 
State and Nature, . So that it appears clearly, 
and your Works;and Doings prove it, That 
you do not to this Day underſtand that Point 
your ſelves as it is Fog now in this hundred 
Years Reformation, we cannot fee that you 
have attained to the Regeneration, por received 
the Holy Ghoſt, nor can we fee the Juſtification 


_in Chrift dwells in you; becauſe we fee the 


ud, the Heſh, and your own Will, and Self 
© dead yet; neither live ye to God, nei- 
ther have you as yet offered your ſelves up to 
God, for a living Sacrifice in the Faith of- Je- 
ſus Chriſt, neither have you ſubjected your 
Reaſon to the Croſs, as it appears ſufficiently 
in 
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in your Lives, Diſputes, - and in all other Þ 
things; ſo that we may ſee how you and' Þ 
your- Diſciples have ſet Jaſtsfication. diretly a= J 
gainſt Regeneration: And as any Man will ſet * 


himſelf againft Regeneration, how bravely He 


can help himſelf with your Poiat of Juſtificas * 


tion, Whereas Juſtification comes to us, nei- 
ther by Imputation, nor non- Imputation ; but is 
beſtowed upon Man out of the deep Mercy of 
God, through the indwelling of Chriſt, whoin 
us, and (not only without us) brings forth the 
Righteouſneſs, or: rather the fulfilling of the 
right of the Law unto Juſtification. 

So that you through your vain Diſputations 
have robbed your ſelves of the right Aim and 
Purpoſe, and alſo of the true Fruit of Juſtifi- 
cation , ' and- have loſt the matter, and 
never rightly'kaown It; and then have ſet up 
the Empty Word as an Idol in the Church, 
and given- it Power to poſſeſs your Hearts, 
and to bring in an idle Imagination of a Juſti- 
fication : So that as it was of old to them 
under the Law, ſo is happened to you under 
the Goſpel; that which was given for Life, is 
become Death vato you. 

And this may thank your Reaſon, that wi 
not ſubmit to Chriſt, nor to his Word ja: 
Spirit; but hath exalted its ſelf as "al 


and as a Queen upon a Throne, and now hath 
brought you to Blindneſs and Darkneſs, and 
how great will this Darkneſs be. 


Complain 
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| To Complainnot that yeur.Diſciples are ſo per» 
+ verſe, and-do not-come to truz\Repentance 
. for their Sin ; for its you that have taken the 


true Foundation of vrue Repentance. out of 
theif'very Hearts; ? and thave put this your 
Point of Juſtification, and ſeveral other fleſhly 
Dodrines, - according to your Fle.hly- Reaſon, 
in the ſtead of it': And what have you now 
brought them» into ſuch a ſweet Sleep, that 
You can by no manner of Means wake them 
out of it again? * 

' "You ſay, /you are gone from the Traditions 
of Men, to'the Holy Scriptures ; but why did 
you not go'over rather to God and his Com- 
mandments, to Chriſt and his Spirit, of which 
ye talk ſo much ? verily even as far' as your 
Reaſon and the old Man would lead you. And 
as you now, and the Jews of old uſe to deal 


' with Chriſt ſinging Ho/ara, and in mockery 


making him King, and then Crucihe him.” 
Wherefore have you preſumed that Power 
to wreſt the Holy and Blameleſs Sentences of 
God, and tura them to your liking ? Where- 
fore do you ſuffer your Reaſon thus to Lord it ? 
Ye' Hypocrites, do you not think that God 
ſees all your Deceit and Hyporriſy in the inner- 
of your Hearts? You cannot deceive the 
All-ſeeing God, nor eſcape his revenging Eye. 
© Now that which is worſt of all, is, You 
have not in earneſt denyed the Traditions of 
Men as ſuch, but only thoſe that were Point 
of Popery, and Popi/h Tradition, them you ſay 
C you 


(28) | 
You have decryed, of which there are many of + 


them (ſetting aſide the Superſtition, and bring» | 


Ing them to the true and firſt Aim of them) 
are better than thoſe Traditions which you 
have placed in their roows ; for inſtead there- 
of, you have plac'd many things according 
tothe Defires of your Diſputiag Minds, bring- 
ing forth leſs Love, leſs Fear of God, and 
more Security and Liberty to the Fleſh, 'and 
Love to the World than theirs did ;. ſo that 
you have broken down one [dol, and thea fet 
up another that hath lefs Subſtagce in it then 
the firſt, only covered with a Cloak made of 
Scripture Words, and above all with your 
Diſputations and Jangliogs; you that have 
ſet up your Carnal Reaſon for a Judge in Contro- 
verſies. of Religion, hav@taken away the Po+« 
piſþ Idols, and dumb Wooden Images, which 
were before but without you in your outward 
Houſes of Prayer : But why-have you ſet up 
this Whore her lf; namely, the Carnal Rea- 
ſon, in God's Temple, which is the moſt 
hurtful Idol of them all, and proceeds from 
your own Heart, which belongs to her ? 

Wherefore have you not done away the 
Idols, and Abomimeations out of 'your Hearts, 
which belong to the inward Man, as names 
ly, the- Unbelief, Pride, Hatred, Strife, and 
the Works of the Fleſh? And why 1s not the 
Root, and Original of all theſe done away ? 
Namely, Selt-Knowledge, Self-Will, the 


Wiſdom of the Old Man, and the Imaginati- 
F onS 


—— 
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05 of your vaid Kgowledge. The Philoſos 


phy of Ariſtotle, and the Idols of the Hea- 
then, what do theſe among you, which are 
of-your own Carving, and ſet up in the midſt 
of your Church ? 4 148. @ 

Surely you would have all People Wor- 
ſhip them, and therefore you exalc them ſo 
high that they may be 'worſhip'd: Do .you 


think the:Lord doth not-ſee and know them, 


how. bravely ſoever you deck-and cover 
them? Cleanſe firſt the things that are in- 
ward, then cleanſe the-Cop and Platter, and 
things that are outward : Bus all theſe things 
ſhall fall in their dew time; for. the. Lord 
cometh to:Judgment, who ſhall root out all 
your ldols. 'Y | 


CHAP. VIL 


T is 'enough for the preſent to have 
touched upon theſe few. things#- Tell me 
then now, whether you do think -that thoſe 
that- are-of your Set ſhall be ſaved ? If you 
do, theti-youvaft Juſt hke'the Papiſts, in that 
you, as well as they, reckon that Salvation 
can be attained by your own Works: And 
ſo you muſt be reckoned with that Sort that 
ſeek for Salvation, by being a Sec, and not 
by being in Chriſt, and in Him regenerated 
do but ſee whether your Reaſon, and vaia 
Diſputes are come, and how you are turned, 
C 2 not 
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not from the Pope to. Chriſt, but from one 
Set to another. ju 4 Ve 

Tell me now again, if you think .a Man, 
through the Strength of Reaſon can be con» 
verted to Chriſt? Verily, he may thereby be 
Converted - from one. Set to another, and 
from one Opinion to another, but never to 
Chriſt; there needs-quite another Means and 
another. Spiris to the rye Converſion to Chriſt : 
the Regenerate Reaſon may indeed do ſomething 
in this Work, as it ſtands in SubjeRtion to 


Chriſt, and 'Hi Spirit, 'nor then neither, as in , 


it ſelf cenfidered ; but as God makes uſe of 
thas Reaſpr,:; that is, ſubje& unto him. 

Thoſe things [that .are. comprehended by 
Reaſon, are not abovegReaſon; and there- 
fore reach not the things that really belong 
to the Kingdom of God, butonly the Words 
and lmaginations of it.; but the Power and true 


Underſtanding thereof ſuch can never attain. 
Now then you may ſee that it is impoſlible 
for any: Man, ; Papsſ# or other, to be truly 
Converted;ro-Chriſt by the Strength of Rea- 
ſon; Wherefore ; then dg. you, Diſpute a-; 
gainſt them: with the Weapons of..,your 'own 
Reaſon ? = 1 6 
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CHAP. IK | 
7 OU need not obje&t againſt me that 
.& Golden Sentence! of Part, : Rom. 12. 
where he-exhorts the the Roman. to that 
reaſonable Service; for that reaſonable Service 
is not as. you imagine, nor in that Reaſon 
for which you plead: But it is that ' Ser» 


vice which your Fleſhly Corrupt Reaſon'moſt 
of all ſhuns; for that Service ſtands in giv- 


* ing up. the Body for:a: Holy, Living, and 


acceptable, Offering ta God ; in which Ser 
vice, ſurely many of. the Godly Papsſts in 
former Times have gone beyond you, as 
their Works and : Hiſtories do witneſs. And 
although moſt of them are very much-grown 
Cold in fuch things ;/ yet at this Day many 
of them; cumber .their::'Minds more about 
bridling:the Luſts,' and —_——_— the Body, 
than yoeu-do, and are far leſs taſt' toi their 
Worldly Goods than you are. '. --/ 

If you ſhould objec; 'and ſay, The Martyrs 
were ab your: Religion; you ought to know, 


#that they never endured Martyrdom upon 


the Foundation of Ca#nal. Reaſon; for if they 
had, then they were Martyrs of Reaſon, and 
not of Chriſt; we ſee that many wiſe Men 
among' the Heathen, who have, with a free 
Will, offered themſelves up to their. Gods, 
and given-up their Lives. It is the Cauſe 
i180 where- 
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wherefore, and the Spirit whereby a Martyr 
Suffers, that makes him a Adartyr. 

God forbid [| ſhould :in' the leaſt leſſen the 
Teſtimony of the Faithful Martyrdom of the 
Godly. and :Faithful ; Witneſſes : 1 only ſay, 
if they were true Martyrs, their ſupport ja 
their Martyrdom. was :the Power of God, 
and nor their. Reaſon 5 but was the Work 
of. Faith, and quite contrary to the Work 
of Corrupt i Reſon; and if there. was any 
of your ſowre Leaven. mingled in them, 
which they, as a Paiſon, had in ſimplicity 
taken in; 'yet that Straw;: by the Fire of Mar» 
tyrdom' was burnt up; and they cleanſed of 
it ;. and manifeſted the Power of God to be 
ſtronger in them than Satan's-Leaven, and 
their. own Weakneſles# or ImperfeQions : 
'Tis true, that there has been Martyrs among 
you, : who for ſpeaking againſt.'the ; Pope of 
Rome, bave, for their Teſtimony, ſuffered the 
Death af: their Outward Bodies ; but there 
has alſo been ſeveral, tn whom the. Principle 
and Foundation of: the arue Faith, and true 
Servict'of:| God hath appeared, . (not . for this 
or that-Sea) and have ſealed their Teſtimony 
by Death. DS 71 mY -; 
But where be- the. Martyrs now: among 
you for your Teſtimony, »who in the Rege- 
neration, and following, Chriſt inthe Spirit; 
can: forſake: all that''is Worldly. and Bodily, 
as the Martyrs of the firſt Church have done; 
whoſe Kea/on was 'nos ſer aloft, but was led 


* 


| 
| 
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Captive to the Obedience of Chriſt, when 
the Church was not yet Poiſon'd ? 

Who is there among you that will be a 
Fool to the World, to obtain the true Wiſ 
dom? Who among you thinks it of neceſſity 
= to Crucifie the World and the Fleſh ? 

> Again, Doth the Reaſonable Service of 
+ God ſtand in forming your ſelves after the 
manner of this World ? Where is that rea- 
fonable ſervice of God that ſtands in the tranſ- 
forming/by the renewing of the Mind ? Don's 
you live after the Laws of this World; and 
above' all things, ſeek the World's Commu» 
nities and Friendſhips? Are not all theſe things, 
and your whole Life and AGions, after the 
manner of this World ? 

But may be you Will ſay, we have Reform- 
ed the ſtate of the Church: Oh, Reformed ! 
But wherefore have you not Reformed your 
ſelves, and your Old Man? And why Reform 
you not to the Commands and DoQrines of 
| Chriſt, which your | Reaſo: cannot Compre- 
hend, hor your Wil does not like of? Do 
you think your Churches are Reformed, be- 
_ © cauſe> you have rejected the Ceremonies of 
 } Popery, and caſt out their Dumb Stone, and 
3$ Wooden Images ? 

Bot how is it in your Hearts? And how 
ſands it with the: Inward and Outward Man ? 
and in the ſetting up your Reaſox to be Judge 
in Spiritual matcers ? Do but look into your 
Aſſemblies, and ſee how: this lifts up a 

| C 4 | Fleſhly 


Wb + . 4 
Fleſtily - Heart in your Hearers, which''is * 
ſtreagthen'd* in their Lives ? Don't. you all 
Jive after the Principle ot- this World ? Ve- 
rily, while-you live after the' Reaſon, you live 
after the''Spirit, Figure, and Principle 'of this - 
World. on {1 Þ 

For afFer Reaſon is. fallen; it is govern'd 
by the Influence of the''Stars, and--Spirit.of 
this World, and can no way be made free 
from it, until it be Slain through'the. Law Y}' 
and Goſpel, and become ſubje& to' Chriſt, 
and made Living again through: his Spivir, 
and brought in Obedience 'to thei Domi- 
nion of the Divine Light ';No other |way can 
it be- Redeemed from that Image :of ' this 
World. 

Pawl learns us, that the reaſonable Ser- 
vice ſtands - in. the Transformation by the 
Renewing of "the Mind: How can the Mind 
be renewed by a Principle that: is''Old-agd 
Corrupt, Namely; our: own Reaſon, which 'is 
an Enemy to' God, and ſuffers it ſelf. to be 
led by the Adulireſs, that- is eſtrang'd from | 
God, and hath always, and doth fill; 'Dai- 
ly commit” Whoredom-with God's::great E- 
nemies; Namely, the Heſh, the —_— ary 
the Serpent ? 

Now if the Mind” muſt: be Renewed; it 
muſt be fer upon a certain New: Ground, 
and in a certain New 'Light, whereby it can 
be Renewed'; and that is the [Ground of 
Faith, which teacheth to Believe; agaiaft 
Hope 


' Hopeand Carnal Reaſon, as Abrabam, Sarah; 
and many others have done, who ſubjected 
their Reaſon to God in the Faith; and this 
was that New . Light through which their 
Reaſon was enlightned, not of themſelves, 
but by the Spirit of God ; which ſurely none 
will ever attain anto, until they denyfthem- 
ſelves, and follow-Chriſt. - | 
\Now:where it comes 'to beſo,. there will 
' follow that which Paul ſays, that Men may 
prove what is the' Will of God,;'-and what 
' is. good and acceptable 'in his: Sight ; ;bug 
how-ſtiould: Miferable Man, - who. is fallen 
from God, -and Underſtands not the things 
of God, nor his Spirit, be able to do- that, 
eſpecially ſeeing that this kind. of provi 
is hateful.tzo the Fleſh; and the very wore 
Perfection, tz very unacceptable to their Ears? 
' but in mean time, they have preſum'd” upon 
ſo many of their acceptable and good things, 
that they. have fill'd themſelves with all man- 
ner $f* Sin, 'and continue in then; and rlot- 
withſtanding, dare to call themſelves follow- 
ers of the Good, Righteous and Acceptable 
to God. 7 
" Behold a little, and Examine your ſelves, 
ſee if” you' ſervt- God with that. reaſonable 
ſervice which Pa#l in that place deſcribes ; 
Don't you wholly do the Contrary? But 
what Reaſon is that which' Paul/ there ſpeaks 
of ?"'Verily,” it is not' Yours'which you fo 
muck *exalt in your Divinity %/bur-is is the 
TP Divine 
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Divine Reaſon}and the Art of Reaſon which 
Chriſt teacheth after, that the Reaſon of 'the 


Old Man, through Faith, is Slain, and riſen. 


again in a New: Light and Life; and the 
Man made indeed Reaſonable, -according to 
the Reaſon of God and his Image; and no 
more \ccording to: the: Adultreſs, which is 
fallen from God to.the Devil, and hath by 
Generation, ſent forth that her Poiſon in the 


"Fleſh. 


+ Irell you farther, that if your Reaſon. did 
ſtand in the ſame Innocency that Adam's did, 
and had the fame Powers that his had before 
the Fall, and 'you ſhould: but Eat of the Fruit 
of the Theological Diſputations that are late- 
ly given forth, you would commit a greater 
Fall, then ever Adam did. 


CHAP. X. 

TD UT let us agaia tura to the Controver- 

ies that are between the Reformed and 
#he Papiſts; of which I ſay, in Chriſt, in gene- 
ral, that they are not ſuch as make a Man 
Damnable, except that he knows bester, and 
be Convinced in his Conſcience, . and after 
that in Stiffneckedneſs and. Wilfulneſs againſt 
God, and the Faith in, Chriſt, continues in 
them; for our. Salvation ftands not in great 
Knowledge, but in Faith in God, and. in his 
Fear, and in;the Love, and the New re 
SAT; ; __. wAIC 
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| which is Chriſt in vs; neither: doth it- Rand 


in an outward ſeparation from the Aſſemblies 
and Ceremonies of others who Profeſs Chriſt, 
nor in haviag hatred againſt them, but in our 
ſeparation from the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Sin. 
Verily, you have retain'd Iawardly that, 
out, of which Popery ſprang, and have ad» 
ded a great deal to it; Namely, the Love of 


the World, and of the Old Birth, the Eaſe 


of the Fleſh in this Life, the Philoſophy, and 
the Art of Deceiving,. and deceit of Words; 
and many things that are good among them 
yau have rejeced, as in Diſcipliac z and many 
Godly Exerciſes, and ſtrict manger of Li- 
viog which Chriſt Commanded, when he ſaid, 
Sell all, and follow me; and many other things, 
whereof you will be both Accuſed and Con- 


; vinced by thoſe Men of God that ſhall affiſt 


bim-in his Judgment, agaiaſt- whom you will 
not be able to ſtand. | 
Why have you taken away the Dod@rine 
Self-denial, and of all that is dear to ns in 
this World? Durſt you ſpeak againſt Chriſt ? 
Is 'it: nor clear, that that is one of his Com» 
mands 3 without the fulfilling of which, no 
Man can be counted worthy af him, nor be 
rraly called his Diſciple? Do you think that 
the miſuſing this Command hath putan end to 
ar:?.'Or, don't you deal worſe with this Com- 
mand than the Papiſts themſelves, while you 
wholly rejzetus?. And indeed, fo you: have 
. done 
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done with all the reſt of the Commandsof the 
Lord, that do :not ſavour-and taſte to your 
Fleſh, and your Reaſon. * 


Again, Does it become them that callthem- * 


ſelves Evangelical, and Diſciples of Chriſt, 
that they make preparation to go to War to 
Fight for Chriſt againſt the Papiſts? . Well! 
be aſſured, that except you Repent, and with 
your whole Heart, and whole Soul, and with 
all your Mind, and with: all your. Strength 
do return tothe true Living God, and to Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son, you are in his Sight not one 
whit better than the Papiſts, but in ſome re- 
ſpe& worſe; for as you have received greater 
Talents, and have made no other ufe of them 
than you have done, ſo you ſhall receive great- 
er Judgment. 

How much better would it have been, .and 


* more agreeable to the Faith in Chriſt, (tho' not 


tothe Old Man the Serpent, and the whole Ge- 
neration of Vipers that are within you; and 
in a word, with your ſelves which 1 kdow 
appears ſtrange to your Reaſon)- that you 
might thereby have been Redeemed, and ſer 
at Liberty from the Devils, wherewith- you 


- are ſo faſt holden, though you know it-not, 


neither will know it? for then you might 

have come to have dyed with Chriſt inthe 

Fleſh, and have known a Contrite Spirits 

and have been aſhamed of your own(Bhad 

Fooliſh Diſputations, and to. have left off: Li» 

ying in your own Selt-hood, and ſo by boos 
| urie 
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] Buried to the Wot1d, aid all that is Worldly; 


and then you might have come to'be made 
alive again, and- have known a ReſurreQion 
to a new Life and Light that-is in God; and 
fo you 'might have come to know the Power 
of God put upon you, and to have beeh Gif- 
red with his Spirit, 'and to have feen in his 
Divine Light, what: that was' that is only 
needful; and which were your real Enemies ; 
and in what the true Faith in God and Chrift 
ſtands; and what is the Spiritual Armour and: 
Chriſtian Weapons of War; -and what that 
Image of God is, after which we mult all be 
formed ; and what the right Aim of our War 
in the Light of God is, which is not ſeen in 
the Darkneſs of the Carnal Reaſon ? 

Then you would have been fit for the 
Lord's War, and would have gathered a 
Church for Chriſt, and not for Antichriſt 
that calls himſelf Chriſt (and is ſerved by 
you more than Chriſt) your Aſſemblies wonld 
have been quite of another manner; it may 
be they would not have been ſo great; but 
they would have had noneed of the Weapons 
of Sin: For Chriſt's Armour would have been 
ſufficient for them. | 

For God is mighty enough, when he will, 
to preſerve 2nd defend them that are his, if 
you come but to Repentance for your Sin, and 
believe in God, and did not fly to the Refuge 
of the Weapons of the Impenitent ; which 
Weapons cleafly give you to ſee, that you 

G intend 
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intend not Repentance: For you will by 


Killing and Slaying of your Neighbour and 
Brother, defend your ſelves from the Righ- 
xeous Chaſtiſements and Wrath of God ; but 
if. you were 'Chriſtians, why do you not ra- 
ther Suffer, if it be Death it ſelf, for the. Com+ 
mands of Chriſt's lake, who hath abſolutely 
forbidden us the uſe of ſuch Weapons ? | Ve- 
rily,-in fo doing, you will be Happy, 'and 
your Worſhip agd Service of God would in- 
deed be Reaſonable, according to the Reaſon 


of the Kingdom of God, and not according to 


the Reaſon of the Men of this World, who, 
according to the Luſts of the Fleſh, are Cor- 
rupted and Bliad in Divine matters. 

Having thus with a few Words diſcovered 
and ſhewn theſe things, it ſhall he ſufficient 


for this Time: God ſhall Open and Reveal, y | 


at one time or other, greater things, and the 
Light of his Countenance ſhall ſhine upon us, and 
he (hall be ſeen in the Heaven, in the Ark of hl 
| Covenant : But In the mean time, O you that 
are Upright! think of the Words of our 
Saviour, when he ſaid, The Light-of the Bo- 
dy is the Eye ; if therefore thine Eye be ſingle, thy 


whole Body ſhall be full of Light ; but if thine 


Eye be Evil, thy whole Body ſhall be full of Dark- 


eſs : If. therefore, the Light that us. in thee, 


be Darkneſs, How great #s that Darkneſs? 
Farewel. 


a 


A.F. F. 
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. N. B. See the Teſtignony of Luther to ſhun 
the Reaſon in Spiritual matters, Impoſtilla Ec» 
*F- cloſiaſtica, Firſt Part, Page.137, 138. Print- 
ed at Wittenberg; upon the Words of Taiah 
60. in a Letter to Epiphan. And the Glory of 
the Lords ariſen, for behold the Darkneſs ſhall 
4 cover the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People ; 
| but the Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his Glory 

a | » ſhall be ſeen upon thee. 

6 | .  Alfo Helmont's Dawning of the Day, or the 
'{ * New coming up of right Medicine, Chapter 
; the ſecond, Printed at Rotterdam, 1660, b 
' Tohannes Narranus, 


UMI 


